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The Scale of the Challenge
FOSSIL FUELS DOMINATE GLOBAL ENERGY SUPPLY, PROVIDING 85% OF THE TOTAL. 

DESPITE IMPRESSIVE GROWTH, SOLAR AND WIND COMBINED PROVIDE JUST 1.5% OF 
TOTAL GLOBAL ENERGY. 

World energy use by source, 1965-2014. 
Source: BP Statistical Review of World Energy 2015. Chart by Carbon Brief. 
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New Environmentalism
A commitment to evidence based decision making
Optimistic about technology and innovation 
Looking again at taboo technologies 
Not the same as being a techno-evangelist 
Technology as a means to an end, not as an end in itself  
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1. Clean Up Electricity 
 

2.Electrify Everything 
 

2.a) Eliminate Waste

Climate 
change

How to solve



Source: Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. (Nuclear includes uranium mining, 
enrichment and fuel fabrication, plant construction, use, decommissioning and long- 
term waste management.) 



OVERVIEW OF THE 3-STEPS RESEARCH AND ANALYTIC PROCESS



 
“No other carbon-neutral electricity source has been expanded anywhere near as fast 

as nuclear.”  Barry Brook and Staffan Qvist

What can we learn from the Swedish energy transition? No renewable energy technology or energy efficiency 
approach has ever been implemented on a scale or pace which has resulted in the magnitude of reductions in 
CO2 emissions that is needed to avert catastrophic climate change. Real world experience shows that a 
replacement of current fossil fuel electricity by nuclear at a pace which might limit the more severe effects of 
climate change is technologically and industrially possible. Whether this will happen depends primarily on 
political will, strategic economic planning and public acceptance. 



What is a Frame?

Focuses and guides how people think about an issue 
Builds on shared values 
Rooted in common cultural stories, myths 
Communicated through values-based messages 
Facts, alone, fail to frame 
Established and reinforced through repetition  



.  Extremely successful as a vision for transforming society 
Seductive values proposition 
Renewables = fair, efficient, human scale, clean, close to nature, 
represent the future 
Nuclear = the opposite of all the above (dinosaur, a thing of the 
past, grouped with dirty, polluting sources like coal and oil) 
Inside the technology frame vs. one focused on larger outcomes  

100% Renewables Vision



Nuclear in the Climate & Energy Discourse
Sense that momentum is on the side of renewables, future is moving 
away from centralised baseload power sources, including nuclear.  
Even organisations that claim to be technology neutral tend to favour 
or emphasise renewables and elevate problems with nuclear. 
On the whole, nuclear energy is rarely mentioned, but when it is: 
Conversation is generally focused on "old" nuclear, not advanced
Suggests that nuclear power is antiquated and needs to be retired 
Conflates nuclear with coal and other dirty power sources 
Portrays nuclear as dangerous: environmentally and politically  
“Clean energy” = wind and solar, not nuclear power    
Conversation is technical: facts & information, not values & stories. 
For some: problem is economic, political, or technical, while for others: 
problem is moral, social justice, or environmental. 
But in both cases, the debate is largely factual and intellectual, rather 
than emotional or values-based
100% Renewables is the exception



Technology Tribalism

Our research has 
revealed a clear divide 
between influencers 
who favour nuclear and 
those who see 
renewables as the only 
solution. 

Although there are 
episodes of engagement 
between groups, 
individuals tend to 
develop connections 
within their own groups. 



‘The Goal of Politics is Not to Get Everyone to Think Alike, It is to 
Get People Who Think Differently To Act Alike.’ 

W Lippmann (1916) 

THE NETWORKS ARE TRIBAL AND DIVIDED. 
OUR JOB IS TO FIND COMMON GROUND, 

CREATE SAFE SPACES AND BUILD BRIDGES.



PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR NUCLEAR ENERGY IN THE UK



75% SUPPORT BALANCED ENERGY MIX INCLUDING 
NUCLEAR AND RENEWABLES  



PARIS COP21 CLIMATE SUMMIT 

 More than 60 major news articles were published. The Guardian op-ed 
co-authored by the scientists was shared more than 16,000 times, 
attracting more than 500 comments. Coverage reached an estimated 
audience of more than 800 million. This includes the Daily Mail website, 
with an audience of 200 million unique visitors per month, which ran the 
Associated Press article and attracted 1400 comments.  
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THE GENDER GAP IN PUBLIC ATTITUDES TO 
NUCLEAR ENERGY 



AGAIN: THE GENDER GAP 



ENGAGING WOMEN 

Recruit 
Progress 
Advocate 





Warmth & competence

Social Cognition

Warmth is primary and subconscious. Without 
it, competence simply doesn't matter.

TRUST 
The key ingredients of

Individualist vs. 
Communitarian 

Cultural Cognition

Scientists have identified two primary 
criteria by which we form our world views
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